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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JON
TESTER, a Senator from the State of
Montana.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, show favor to our land
and bless us with Your grace. Trans-
form us into people who look to You
for guidance and seek to do Your will.
Unite us to accomplish the things that
honor You.

Strengthen the Members of this body
to serve You as You deserve. Empower
them to give and not to count the cost,
to strive and not to heed the wounds.
Help them to toil and not to seek for
rest, to labor and not to ask for any re-
ward except of knowing they are doing
Your will. May each Senator daily
strive to walk blameless, speak the
truth, and honor You.

We pray in Your righteous Name.
Amen.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JON TESTER led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, September 25, 2007.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable JON TESTER, a Sen-
ator from the State of Montana, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.
Mr. TESTER thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
——
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business for 1 hour. The time is divided
between the two sides. The Republicans
will control the first portion. The Sen-
ate is expected to resume consideration
of the Defense authorization bill this
morning. Today the Senate will recess
under a previous order entered for our
respective party conferences at 12:30
and reconvene at 2:15. At some point
during today’s session it is expected
that we will receive a message from the
House relating to the SCHIP program,
children’s health. The Senate will con-
sider that message and take the nec-
essary steps to conclude action and
send it to the President.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

———

BURMA

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, a
remarkable scene is playing out in the
country of Burma. For yet another
day, tens of thousands of peaceful pro-
testers demonstrated throughout
Burma against the policies of that
country’s military junta, the State

Peace and Development Council. These
protests were carried out in defiance of
Government threats. They were led
again by barefoot monks, dressed in
saffron robes, who just a few days ago
in a simple but powerful gesture un-
leashed a dramatic series of events.
That gesture was the turning upside
down of their alms bowls, a symbol of
the monks’ refusal to accept charity
from the regime, an act that has the
potential to awaken the world to the
brutality of this iniquitous regime.
Imagine the courage of their actions.
Their nonviolent response is subject to
imprisonment and torture from a re-
gime that has done far more to citizens
who have done far less.

Earlier today, President Bush spoke
at the United Nations General Assem-
bly; in fact, he is probably speaking as
I speak. He indicated additional U.S.
sanctions would be applied to the mili-
tary junta. He also called for increased
international pressure on this regime.
The President should be applauded for
his leadership in promoting democracy
and reconciliation in Burma.

The struggle for freedom in Burma is
not new, nor are we in Congress new to
it. T am hopeful other countries will
follow the lead of President Bush and
the Congress on this issue.

Two nations are pivotal to this ef-
fort: India and China. Both have a
major stake in a prosperous and demo-
cratic Burma emerging from this un-
rest. Failure to act in a constructive
manner would be a poor reflection on
India, the world’s largest democracy.
Failure to act in a meaningful manner
would also be a poor reflection on
China, as that nation begins efforts to
showcase itself for the 2008 Beijing
Olympics.

The United Nations Secretary Gen-
eral himself needs to directly engage
the SPDC on this matter and call for
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